ANOMALIES  IN   PREGNANCY
In the Journal des Veterinaires du Midi for 1859, Dr. Chabaud relates
that in the Commune of Verniolle (Ariege) a mare was put to a stallion
ass. As oestrum continued, it was put to a stallion fifteen days afterwards.
Nothing unusual occurred during gestation, and when parturition took
place a fine healthy foal was born, and after ten minutes' straining, to the
astonishment of the owner, a good well-formed mule. The mare suckled
the two, and they did well
Lanzillotti-Buonsanti mentions a mare which, on March-28, 1851, was
put to an English stallion, and on April 5 to a barb ; on February 28,
1852, it produced two foals, each resembling one of the stallions. Lessona
speaks of a mare which was put to a horse in 1852, and sixteen days after-
wards to a Persian stallion; at eight months' pregnancy it dropped a
horse foal, and in two hours after a mule foal.
Malet publishes also the following case : A mare aged four years was
served by a donkey on March 18, 19, and 25, and April 8, 1890, and by a
stallion on May 8 following. It gave birth nine months after the last
service by the donkey, and ten months after the single service of the
stallion, to a mule, first born, and a filly.
In the cow, a case is recorded by Hering in which a cow
gave birth to a heifer calf in August, and a bull calf in the
following December, both alive and quite normal in formation.
The cases recorded in the larger domesticated animals are,
however,  as  a  rule, not absolutely convincing, because a
certain interval may occur between two conceptions during
the same period of oestrus;  and even with twins conceived
at the same intercourse, one foetus often does not develop so
quickly, and is not so large, as the other, and is either rejected
or retained after a more or less lengthened interval.   Accord-
ing to Eainard, torsion of the neck of the uterus in the cow,
though preventing the birth of the fetus, may nevertheless
permit new conceptions.
In multiparous animals there can scarcely be a doubt that
superfetation may take place. In these animals the primary
fecundation may occur only from one ovary in the correspond-
ing horn, the other remaining open and unoccupied. In the
sow and bitch many eases of superfcetation are recorded by
Miiller, Tapken, Eainard, Elaine, and others.
One sow recorded by Miiller, which had been impregnated some weeks
after the first impregnation, gave birth first to a litter of six piglings, and
twenty-three days later to a second litter of eleven, all well formed and
healthy.